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Col Alan J. Par ring ton (BS, Colo rado State
Uni ver sity; MA, Uni ver sity of Ala bama) is US
air at ta ché to the Court of St. James, Lon don,
Eng land. He is an F-4/F-15 com mand pi lot
who pre vi ously served as the Space Com -
mand–spon sored re search fel low at Air Uni -
ver si ty’s Cen ter for Aero space Doc trine, Re -
search, and Edu ca tion, and as the dep uty
for eign pol icy ad vi sor to USCINCPAC. Colo -
nel Par ring ton has pub lished two ar ti cles on
space war fare in Air power Jour nal.  He is a
gradu ate of Air Com mand and Staff Col lege
and Air War Col lege.

Our Con tribu tors

Col Char les M. Wes ten hoff (BS, USMA) is
chief, Com man der’s Ac tion Group, USAF Air
War fare Cen ter, Nel lis AFB, Ne vada. A com -
mand pi lot with over twenty- five hun dred
hours in the A-37, O-2, and T-39, Colo nel
Wes ten hoff has writ ten nu mer ous ar ti cles in
Air power Jour nal, Mili tary Re view, and Joint
Force Quar terly and is the author of the book
Mili tary Air Power (Air Uni ver sity Press, 1990).
He is a gradu ate of Squad ron Of fi cer School,
Air Com mand and Staff Col lege, Air War Col -
lege, and the Ma rine Corps Com mand and
Staff Col lege, all by cor re spon dence.

Dr. Rich ard G. Davis (BA, Uni ver sity of Vir -
ginia; MA, Uni ver sity of North Caro lina a t
Chapel Hill; PhD, George Wash ing ton Uni ver -
sity) is a sen ior his to rian with the Air Force
His tory Sup port Of fice, Bol ling AFB, Wash ing -
ton, D.C. Be fore join ing the Air Force his tory
pro gram, he worked as an ar chi vist at the Na -
tional Ar chives. The author of sev eral ar ti cles
and books, he wrote Carl A. Spaatz and the Air
War in Europe, 1940–1945, win ner of the Avia -
tion/Space Writ ers’ As so cia tion Award of Ex -
cel lence in non fic tion for 1994. Dr. Davis is
cur  rent ly  ed  i t  ing  the  USAF  De  s e r t
Shield/Storm Oral His tory Pro ject and has be -
gun work on The USAF in Ko rea: Pol icy and Di -
rec tion, a new vol ume in the USAF Ko rean War
Se ries.

Timo thy L. Tho mas (BS, USMA; MA, Uni ver -
sity of South ern Cali for nia) is an ana lyst at the 
For eign Mili tary Stud ies Of fice at Fort Leav en -
worth, Kan sas. In 1993 Mr. Tho mas re tired as
a lieu ten ant colo nel from the Army, where he
served as a for eign area of fi cer, spe cial iz ing in
So viet/Rus sian stud ies. His mili tary as sign -
ments in clude serv ing as the di rec tor of So viet 
stud ies at the United States Army Rus sian In -
sti tute in Gar misch, Ger many; as an in spec tor
of So viet tac ti cal op era tions un der the Con fer -
ence on Se cu rity and Co op era tion in Europe;
and as a Bri gade S-2 and com pany com -
mander in the 82d Air borne Di vi sion. He has
done ex ten sive re search on peacekeep ing, in -
for ma tion war, and political- military af fairs
and has nu mer ous pub li ca tions in these ar eas. 
Mr. Tho mas is the as sis tant edi tor of the jour -
nal Euro pean Se cu rity, an ad junct pro fes sor at
the Army’s Eura sian In sti tute, and a mem ber
of the Rus sian Acad emy of In ter na tional In -
for ma tion and the Acad emy of Natu ral Sci -
ences.

Dr. Mark R. Grand staff (BS, Embry- Riddle
Aero nau ti cal Uni ver sity; MA, Brigham Young
Uni ver sity; PhD, Uni ver sity of Wisconsin-
 Madison) is an as sis tant pro fes sor of Ameri can
his tory at Brigham Young Uni ver sity and a Re -
serve ma jor as signed as a his to rian to the Air
Force His tori cal Re search Agency at Max well
AFB, Ala bama. While on ac tive duty, he served
as a mis sile com bat crew com mander in the
564th Mis sile Squad ron at Malm strom AFB,
Mon tana; as a mem ber of the Air Force his to ri -
an’s staff in Wash ing ton, D.C.; and as the
AFROTC com man dant of ca dets at the Uni ver -
sity of Cali for nia, Ber keley. He is an ex pert on
the con flu ence be tween the mili tary and so ci ety 
and has pub lished ex ten sively in that field. His
most re cent book, Foun da tion of the Force: Air
Force En listed Pol icy, 1907–1956, is a pathbreak -
ing look into the Air For ce’s en listed ex pe ri ence
as well as a guide for fu ture personnel- policy ac -
tions. He is cur rently work ing on a monograph
that ex am ines the ori gins of Air Uni versity
and Air Force of fi cer pro fes sion al ism.

Maj Marc K. Dip pold (BS, North ern Ari zona
Uni ver sity; MBA, Uni ver sity of Ari zona) is cur -
rently fly ing with the 8th Fighter Wing at
Kun san Air Base, South Ko rea. He pre vi ously
served as chief of the NATO Branch, Plans and
Op era tions, Head quar ters US Air Force; as sis -
tant op era tions of fi cer, F-16 in struc tor, and
stan dardi za tion/evalua tion pi lot, 526th
Fighter Squad ron, Ram stein AB, Ger many;
and flight com mander, A-10 in struc tor, and
stan- dardization/evalua tion pi lot, 358th Tac -
ti cal Fighter Train ing Squad ron, Davis-
 Monthan AFB, Ari zona. Ma jor Dip pold is a
gradu ate of Squad ron Of fi cer School and a
dis tin guished gradu ate of Air Com mand and
Staff Col lege.
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Jer ome A. En nels (BS, Uni ver sity of Mary land
East ern Shore; MS, Fisk Uni ver sity) is di rec tor
of the Of fice of His tory at Air Uni ver sity, Max -
well AFB, Ala bama. He pre vi ously served as an
ar chi vist and tech ni cal in for ma tion spe cial ist
at the Air Force His tori cal Re search Agency at
Max well and as Air Force In tel li gence Serv ice
his to rian. The author of nu mer ous news pa per 
and jour nal ar ti cles, En nels re cently pub -
lished The Wis dom of Ea gles: A His tory of Max -
well Air Force Base, which he co authored with
Wesley P. New ton.

Dr. Wesley Phil lips New ton (BA, Uni ver sity
of Mis souri; MA, PhD, Uni ver sity of Ala bama)
is pro fes sor emeri tus, Auburn Uni ver sity,
where he was a fac ulty mem ber for 24 years.
From 1957 to 1961, he served as a con tract
his to rian at the Air Force His tori cal Re search
Cen ter, Max well AFB, Ala bama. An ac tive re -
search his to rian, Dr. New ton has authored or
co authored five books.


